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SPECIALIZING IN GROUP TRAVEL!
Whether you’re traveling across the country or 
around the globe, Connect Tours & Cruises can       
assist in planning a flawless trip for your group.  Every 
itinerary is customized to suit your needs.

All it takes to “set the wheels in motion” is a single call.  
Make it today and let Connect Tours & Cruises be your 
connection to the world.

800.780.3566

AN INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM AND CHORAL FESTIVAL OF SACRED A CAPPELLA MUSIC

THE ASCENDING VOICE III 

May 9-11, 2013
Malibu, California

Call for Workshops and Papers
The Ascending Voice III is an international
symposium and choral festival devoted exclusively 
to a cappella music in Christian worship. Held on 
one of America’s most beautiful campuses, the 
symposium features presentations by the world’s 
leading authorities on this rich style of worship. 
Daily concert lineup includes performances by:

�� Top collegiate choral groups
�� Sweet Honey In The Rock
�� The Los Angeles Master Chorale
�� The Festival Chorus conducted by 

Dr. Allen Hightower of Luther College 

Go to www.pepperdine.edu/ascendingvoice 
for more information.
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Rivals or a Team: Clergy-Musician 
Relationships in the Twenty-First Century by 
Eileen Guenther, MorningStar Music Publish-
ers, 2012, ISBN 978-0-944529-54-6, $18.95.

What is it about clergy and musicians? Is it 
the oil-and-water thing? Are they so fundamen-
tally different that they just can’t work together?  
Eileen Guenther tackles this question in her 
new book, but she quickly rejects the notion 
that church musicians and church pastors are 
naturally incompatible. Instead, she believes that 
the clergy-musician relationship is the most im-
portant staff relationship in a church, and offers 
insights and practical suggestions for creating a 
functioning team that serves as the heart of the 
mission and ministry of the congregation.

Book
Recommended by the Rev. 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett, 
program director of a United 
Methodist retreat center near 
Portland, OR. Laura also 
serves in music and worship 

leadership at the Eagle Creek Presbyterian 
Church and is a member of the Worship Arts 
Editorial Committee.

Guenther is a well-known church organist 
and recitalist who currently serves as Associate 
Professor of Church Music at Wesley Theologi-
cal Seminary in Washington, DC. Although she 
approaches her topic from her own perspec-
tive as church musician, she provides ample 
opportunities to look through the clergy lens, 
not only from her long experience working in a 
variety of churches, but also by soliciting input 
from her clergy colleagues at the seminary. One 
of the strengths of the book is its extensive use 
of fi rst-hand vignettes and opinions from both 
clergy and musicians in a variety of denomina-
tions and settings.

The heart of the book – and what sets 
it apart from more generic “team-building” 
resources – is Chapters Four and Five, which 
explore the qualities and skills needed for effec-
tive musicians and clergy, respectively. There 
is a delightful parallelism between the two chap-
ters that highlights the equality of professional-
ism and sense of call that is inherent for both 
groups. Chapter Four concludes with a section 
titled “What Clergy Want Musicians to Know,” 
and Chapter Five has a corresponding conclu-
sion. Each is written by clergy or musicians 
whose opinions Guenther has compiled. These 
chapters are clear, concrete, and objective.  Both 
the skills and the potential downfalls of clergy 
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as well as musicians are laid out with candor 
and grace. These chapters, along with Chapters 
Six (strategies for team building) and Seven 
(dealing with conflict), would make an excellent 
guide for a congregation’s musicians and clergy 
to study together, facilitated by the Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee or other personnel board.

Guenther acknowledges the inherent 
imbalance of power between musician and 
senior pastor, a reality built into the polity of 
most denominations (Paul Westermeyer also ad-
dresses this issue in his excellent forward to the 
book). Because of this imbalance, it is typically 
the musician who leaves when conflict cannot 
be resolved. The final chapters, written primar-
ily from the musician’s point of view, discuss 
such situations and offer advice on turning pain 
into growth.

If there are musicians or clergy who have 
somehow managed to remain oblivious to the 
often-troubled nature of these staff relation-
ships, this book will be instructive.  On the oth-
er hand, those who believe clergy and musicians 
can never learn to get along will find here a new 
vision as well as helpful tools for achieving it.  

For All Seasons: Prayers, Proclamations, 
Readings, Responses, Planned Spontaneity, 
Personal Meditation and Corporate Worship 
by John Winn, with a preface by Marcia McFee, 
published by The Preacher’s Aid Society of New 
England, PO Box 3386, Plymouth, MA 02361, 
$13.95. May also be purchased on Amazon, 
Barnes and Noble, or from the author at 
johnwinn2@bellsouth.net. 

“Light the dark corners of our minds,
Warm the cold places in our hearts,
Fill the empty chambers of our spirits,
Heal the brokenness in our lives.”

Those who remember the Fellowship 
convocation “Claremont ’89” will recognize this 
prayer as the theme for the wonderful evening 
worship services and morning prayers planned 
by John Winn and his wife, Carole Cotton Winn. 
How pleased I was when I picked up John’s new 
book to find this prayer on the opening page, 

Book
Recommended by Rosalie 
Bent Branigan, a certified 
director of music in The 
United Methodist Church, 
specializing in dance and 
the worship arts. A mem-

ber of the Worship Arts Editorial Committee, 
she lives in Port Townsend, WA. 

referenced to the convocation. So it is with 
special joy that I recommend this excellent 
resource.

Those of us who know John and have 
been blessed to be a member of his and 
Carole’s congregation have been urging him 
for years to publish the liturgical gems that 
each week graced our worship.

Those of us who have been mentored and 
inspired and prodded by John though the years 
and after he established the Center for Pastoral 
Excellence, Louisiana Conference (where he is 
now Mentor Emeritus), will be forever grateful 
that now some of the creativity, wisdom, gifts 
and graces he has so freely shared are now in 
print.

Those who lead corporate worship, spiri-
tual formation or are looking for a wonderful 
resource for personal meditation will want this 
book in their library. 

Marilyn Brown Oden, author of The 
Dead Saint and Hospitality of the Heart, 
writes: “To travel with John Winn through this 
spiritual journey for all seasons takes us on 
a path that changes, sustains and renews our 
lives. His prayers connect us to a deeper part 
of ourselves, to the broad gift of grace around 
and within us, and to the lofty Mystery we call 
God.” I agree.

 


